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Zm Zostera marina

Key
• Flat leaves to 3 m with closed sheath
• Leaf tip smoothly rounded
• Rhizome robust with terminal shoots
• 2 bundles of roots per node
• Monoecious
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Extinction Risk: Least Concern



Hw Halodule wrightii 

Key
• Leaves flat and thin
• Leaf tip usually 2 points
• Leaves 2-22 cm long 
• Rhizome whitish
• Dioecious
• Depth -1 to 20 m
• Sometimes leaves red or black
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Extinction Risk: Least Concern



Rm Ruppia maritima 

Key
• Leaves flat and thin
• Leaf tapers to tip to point 
• Leaves 4-22 cm long 
• Depth -1 to 20 m 
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Rc Ruppia cirrhosa

flora.nhm-wien.ac.at

Key
• Leaves flat and thin
• Leaf tapers to tip, 25 cm long
• Fruits cluster on spiral stem
• Depth intertidal to 20 m 
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Extinction Risk: Least Concern



Key
• Flat narrow leaves to 30 cm with open sheath
• Leaf tip rounded and unevenly notched
• Thin rhizome, shoots at each node
• Flowers on branched stem
• Monoecious

Zn Nanozostera noltii
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Extinction Risk: Least Concern

Found in the
Eastern Atlantic

Ankel et al 2021

D N Berov

Ed Stikvoort



Cn Cymodocea nodosa

Key
• Flat leaves to 30 cm
• Leaf tip rounded, slightly serrated
• Rhizome robust with one root per node
• Flowers emerge from sheath
• Dioecious
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